CRIMINAL OFFENCES AGAINST HONOUR AND REPUTATION 
Insult 
Article 195 
(1) Whoever insults another shall be punished by a fine of one thousand and two hundred to 

four thousand euros. 
\
 (2) If the offended person responded with an insult, the court may punish or acquit one or both sides. 
(3) The offender shall not be punished for the act referred to in paragraphs 1 to 3 of this Article, if the statement is given within serious critique in a scientific, literary or artistic work, in performing public service, , political activity, in defending certain rights or protecting justifiable interests, if the manner of expression or other circumstances indicate that it is not done with the intent to discredit. 
(4) A journalist or an editor shall not be liable for insult transmitted through the media.
Defamation 
Article 196 
(1) Whoever states or transmits any untrue information which may damage other person’s honor or reputation, shall be punished by a fine of three thousand to ten thousand euros. 

(2) If untrue information stated or transmitted led or could have led to serious consequences for the damaged party, the offender shall be punished by a fine of at least eight thousand euros. 
(3) If the defendant proves that s/he had reasonable grounds to believe the accuracy of the information stated or transmitted, s/he shall not be punished for defamation, but may be punished for insult (Article 195), if the conditions for the existence of that crime are met.
(4) A journalist or an editor shall not be punished for defamation committed through the media. 
